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ROUND TABLE. Experts share ideas and experience

Innovation in education and

challenges taced in 2020

MALAGA

Rachel Haynes. The changing times,
with the influence of modern tech-
nology in all areas of life, have
brought advantages to the world of
education.

Instant information and connec-
tivity provide new openings to stu-
dents and teachers, but also chal-
lenges for the classroom.

Experts from several schools in
the province of Malaga - Novaschool,
Laude San Pedro International Col-
lege, Phoenix College and the Brit-
ish School of Malaga - were invited
by SUR this week to share how their
schools are dealing with the chang-
ing scenario now, and how they see
the future.

One important change over the
years is in the students themselves.
“No two students are the same,” said
Elvira Baez, the Educational Direc-
tor of Novaschool, a group that has
four private schools, including Sun-
land and Anoreta, and five infant
schools in the south of Spain.

“You have to adapt, year after year;
that is one of the challenges of to-
day’s society.”

Alex Mitchell, one of the founders
of Phoenix Sixth Form College in
Malaga city, pointed out that stu-
dents are now much better informed
than before and both students and
their parents are much more open
to the idea of studying at a univer-

sity in another country. Phoenix Col-
lege teaches A levels and prepares
students for study at British and other
universities.

The fact that young people now
have such a huge amount of infor-
mation at their fingertips is some-
thing that schools are having to take
advantage of.

According to Raul Rico, technical
director at the British School of
Malaga, “Schools have to be able to
use the mobile phone as a useful
tool,” he said, adding that children
are not always aware of the damage
an image or a comment on social
media can do.

Mercedes Colmenar is head of Ad-
missions at Laude San Pedro Inter-
national College. She agrees that
schools and parents have to find a
“balance” between taking advan-
tage of the information available on-
line and being aware of the dangers
internet poses for young people.

Miguel Angel Garran is director
general of ISP (International Schools
Partnership), the group which in-
cludes the British School of Malaga
and Laude San Pedro. Schools have
to make technology their “ally” he
said. “With so much information,
children have to learn to be selec-
tive,” he said, “to tell the difference
between a piece of fake news or a
good academic study, for example”.

Elvira Baez of Novaschool added
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that this education in using technol-
ogy in the right way has to be done
from a young age, not just among
adolescents.

A new challenge for schools is pre-
cisely that students who have grown
up with new technology often know
more than their teachers.

Miguel Angel Garran of ISP sug-
gested that the role of the teacher
in the classroom was changing. Be-
fore, teachers made 90 per cent of
the effort in the classroom, he pointed
out but the ISP group wants to
change that, so that the students
become more active and “busy learn-
ing”. The emphasis should be on

learning, rather than teaching, he
pointed out.

Raul Rico of the British School of
Malaga agreed that the focus is
changing, especially among older
students. “They have to learn by
themselves, with the supervision of
their teachers,” he said.

For Alex Mitchell of Phoenix Col-
lege, schools have to be more flexi-
ble. He gave the example of how
some of the college’s classes are
taught from a distance by an expert
in London and that is not a problem,
rather an advantage for the students,
using technology to provide a higher
level of education.

Elvira Baez, Raul Rico,
moderator Carmen Alcaraz,
Alex Mitchell, Mercedes
Colmenar and Miguel Angel
Garran. SALVADOR SALAS

Concerns over future employment
are inevitable among older students,
and the experts discussed ways in
which they prepare their students
for the future.

Raul Rico said that it is important
not to take away a student’s passion
for a future career even if work pros-
pects are apparently difficult. “It’s
better to follow their hearts before
doing something they don’t want to
do just because they can get a job
easily,” he said.

Elvira Baez said that students need
positive motivation from their teach-
ers and a careers guidance depart-
ment that can show them their op-
tions inside and outside Spain.

Mercedes Colmenar of Laude San
Pedro said that it was difficult to pre-
pare students for their future ca-
reers, especially when a lot of jobs
will no longer exist in the future. “We
have to prepare them to have op-
portunities, to be ready to continue
learning for the rest of their lives,”
she said.

Students should also be prepared
to be entrepreneurs, added Raul
Rico, saying that representatives
from the business world were also
invited to his school to give talks.

“Enterprise should be a subject,”
said Elvira Baez, “but children should
be taught to be enterprising in their
day-to-day lives.”

For Miguel Angel Garran, it is not
the school’s role to teach children to
do business, but to prepare them for
the future, teaching them how to
work as a team, to carry out projects,
and to prepare them for university.

Alex Mitchell pointed out that it is
more important to give the young
people the self-confidence to be able
to be entrepreneurs in the future.

First though, many of the students
currently at the international schools
on the Costa del Sol will be prepar-
ing to study at university, and most
probably at one outside Spain.

Alex Mitchell commented that now
not just students from the British
system but also those from the Span-
ish system were planning to study
in the UK or another country.

Mercedes Colmenar said that stu-
dents at international schools such
as Laude already speak two or more
languages and have no frontiers when
it comes to higher education options.

Among the challenges ahead, for
Raul Rico, these include preparing
students to be able to “learn how to
learn”.

Alex Mitchell stressed the need
to give students “flexibility to be pre-
pared for the future with their feet
firmly on the ground”.

There are exciting times ahead,
pointed out Miguel Angel Garran, as
neuroscience develops to help us
learn more about how students
learn.



